Resources
· Youtube: Social Role Theory
· Website: Stanford Prison Experiment
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Background Information
The Stanford Prison Experiment (SPE) is famous for highlighting the power of social roles.  In fact, the researchers became so immersed in their assigned roles that they became oblivious to the real harm being done to the prisoners.  The study ended prematurely, after an outsider shared observations from Day 6 of the study that the researchers were causing harm to the participants.  The researchers have spent the years since the SPE educating the public on the ways in which “total institutions” can promote abuses of power and lead to the dehumanization of the powerless.
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Instructions
1. Review the rubric to make sure you understand the criteria for earning your grade.
2. Review "Social Role Theory"
3. Visit the Stanford Prison Experiment website to learn more about the Stanford Prison Experiment (SPE).
4. Research the Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse scandal.
5. Write a three-page paper analyzing how the lessons learned from the Stanford Prison Experiment apply to understanding the dynamics of prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib. Specifically address the following in your paper: 
a. What do you see as similarities between the Stanford Prison Experiment and the Abu Ghraib situation? Identify and comment on at least two similarities in separate paragraphs. 
b. What differences do you see between the two situations? Identify and comment on at least two differences in separate paragraphs.
c. What lessons can be learned from comparing and contrasting these two situations? Explain in detail at least two lessons in separate paragraphs.  


Cite all sources APA style. 
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Grammar,
Spelling,
Length,
and
Citation

Total

videos, and personal
experience was excellent.

10 points

(8-10 points possible)
Your sentence structure
is complete with correct
spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization, and varied
diction and word choices.
Your assignment length is
correct with sources
correctly cited in APA
format.

7 points

(4-7 points possible)

Your sentence structure has
minor errors (fragments, run-
ons) with correct spelling,
punctuation, and
capitalization, but limited
diction and word choices.
Your assignment length is
correct with sources correctly
cited in APA format.

3 points

(2-3 points possible)

Your sentence structure has
several errors in sentence
fluency with multiple
fragments/run-ons and poor
spelling, punctuation, and/or
word choice.

Your assignment length is
inadequate with several APA
and citation errors.

1 point /10

(0-1 points possible)

Your sentence structure has
serious and persistent
errors in sentence fluency,
sentence structure, spelling,
punctuation, and/or word
choice.

Your assignment length is
inadequate with several
APA and citation errors or
sources are not cited.

/60
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5.4 Assignment Rubric (4 criteria)(4 levels)(varying points)(60pts)

Criteria

Dynamics
of Stanford
Prison
Experiment

Application
to Abu
Ghraib

Support

Level 4

20 points

(11-20 points possible)
You demonstrated clear,
insightful critical thinking
and provided a detailed
evaluation of the
Stanford Prison
Experiment.

20 points

(11-20 points possible)
You demonstrated clear,
insightful critical thinking
and provided a detailed
evaluation of how the
SPE applies to Abu
Ghraib.

10 points

(8-10 points possible)
Your assignment was well
supported by assigned
course readings, and you
cited your sources
appropriately,

Your choices of
supporting evidence
from the readings,

videos, and personal

Level 3

10 points

(6-10 points possible)

You demonstrated competent
critical thinking and provided
a basic evaluation of the
Stanford Prison Experiment.

10 points

(6-10 points possible)

You demonstrated competent
critical thinking and provided
a basic evaluation of how the
SPE applies to Abu Ghraib.

7 points

(4-7 points possible)

You did a good job
referencing assigned course
readings.

Your choices of supporting
evidence were good.

Level 2

5 points

(3-5 points possible)

You demonstrated limited
critical thinking and provided
little evaluation of the
Stanford Prison Experiment.

5 points

(3-5 points possible)

You demonstrated limited
critical thinking and provided
little evaluation of how the
SPE applies to Abu Ghraib.

3 points

(2-3 points possible)
You referenced some of the
assigned course readings.

Your assignment could have
used more substantial
supporting evidence.

Level 1

2 points

(0-2 points possible)

You demonstrated little to
no critical thinking and
provided lttle to any
evaluation of the Stanford
Prison Experiment.

2 points

(0-2 points possible)

You demonstrated little to
no critical thinking and
provided little to no
evaluation of how the SPE
applies to Abu Ghraib.

1 point

(0-1 points possible)

You failed to reference any
assigned course readings or
provide adequate support
for your arguments.

Criterion
Score

/20

/20




